
TO: Sarah Ravenhall 
FROM: Colton Becker 
SUBJECT: Membership Information 
DATE: July 28th, 2026 

The Business Council of New York State, Inc., represents approximately 3,500 member businesses and 
organizations across New York State, representing every sector of the New York economy. We pride 
ourselves on delivering tangible benefits through advocacy, information, training, networking 
opportunities, and ways to help you promote your brand.   

As a member, you have access to a statewide network of business peers and opportunities to connect 
through events, sponsorships, and programs. We can connect our member organizations with State, 
national, and international resources and partners. Our members come from all over New York State 
and from across the United States and Canada. No other organization in the State has a broader reach 
or a higher-caliber membership. Business Council members from all industries are here to expand, 
promote, and conduct business. 

Key Business Council Benefits: 

Legislative Support: The Council's eight full-time government affairs staff provide individualized 
regulatory and legislative assistance to all members, including those actively interested in legislative 
and state budget issues. We work directly with our members' contract lobbyists and their in-house 
government affairs staff. For those companies that do not have a government affairs professional 
working with them, The Business Council becomes their eyes, ears, and voice in Albany. 

Regulatory Support: Because we work on a broad range of regulatory issues, we have strong contacts 
in all major state regulatory agencies and can help members navigate immediate, company-specific 
matters.  

Intermediary Support: We frequently play a critical role as an intermediary for Council members by 
applying the resources of our broad-based association to company- or industry-specific issues and by 
providing anonymity to a member as we obtain case-specific guidance/interpretations from state 
regulatory agencies. We frequently testify on behalf of our members at legislative and regulatory 
hearings and write letters of support to state and local officials for their projects. 

Targeted Media Campaigns: Through the use of The Council's Independent Expenditure Committee, 
Jobs NY Committee, our 501 (c)(4) committee, NY Jobs Now, Inc., and our 501 (c)(3) committee, The 
Public Policy Institute, we are fighting back against the anti-business policies have imposed increased 
costs, restrictions, and compliance burdens on New York businesses. This year, we launched another 
7-figure targeted public-awareness media campaign to advance pro-growth ideas that address
affordability and to hold accountable every legislative and regulatory proposal to the question: “Does it
make New York more affordable or less?” https://www.newyorkersforaffordability.org/,

Committees and Councils: As a member of The Business Council, we offer more than 31 committees 
and councils, including Energy, Environment, Tax, Technology, and Manufacturing. 

https://www.newyorkersforaffordability.org/
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Government Affairs Council (GAC) - GAC is open to all Business Council members interested in 
legislative and regulatory issues. The Council's meetings are strategic and tactical discussions on bills 
that impact the entire business community. 

The President's Council - The President's Council is an exclusive group of Major Member and Board 
member companies that meet to discuss public policy proposals affecting New York State and interact 
with top elected and appointed government officials. The President’s Council meets monthly during the 
legislative session and as needed throughout the year. 

Workforce Development: Given our position as a statewide membership organization with workforce 
challenges, we serve our members by providing workforce solutions and facilitating connections with 
regional stakeholders, including educators, to ensure that graduates possess the skills necessary to fill 
job openings.  

Litigation Support: Through the Council's Business Defense Fund, The Business Council represents 
its members in legal actions and amicus curiae briefs to foster and protect business and free enterprise. 
The Legal Center will defend New York's business community from government actions in state and 
federal courts. 

The Center for Human Resources - Members of The Business Council rely heavily on our Center for 
Human Resources, with more than 1,000 member companies receiving regular labor/HR updates. 
Hundreds of our members participate in our free monthly HR webinar series that covers a wide variety of 
relevant issues. Our toll-free HR hotline is extremely active and open to all members as we work to 
ensure our member companies are compliant with workplace laws and regulations. 

Events and Networking - We host several regional events throughout the year, providing opportunities 
for you to network with hundreds of members and guests from your region and across the state. Our 
signature event is the September Annual Meeting at the Sagamore Resort in Bolton Landing. 

Annual Dues: 
Dues are based on several factors, including the size of the company, the industry, and the level of 
benefits the company seeks.  

Membership dues for the New York State Association of County Health Officials start at $3,000. 
However, there are higher levels if you desire more involvement.  I have attached our membership tiers 
for your review so you can see which one best suit your needs.   

A major benefit of our Enhanced Membership ($5,000) is our Member Spotlight which is a valuable 
promotional tool for your organization, where we collaborate with you and your team to produce a 3–4-
minute video. We then email it to our members, post it on social media, and host it on our website. 

Please let me know if you have any questions or need additional information. 

Colton Becker 
Director of Membership 
518-801-9305
colton.becker@bcnys.org

https://www.ppinys.org/ny-business-defense-fund
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eHwrIZisTJE
https://youtu.be/yS5fdfO4LY4,


• Placement at the VIP table at BCNYS events.
• Featured article in the quarterly Connect newsletter.
• Recognition and signage at Registration Table for signature events.

Chairman’s Club 

• OpEd in Support of business/industry/legislative item written and submitted to paper
of their choice.

• On-site personal government affairs briefing.
• On-site HR briefing.
• Dinner with BCNYS Leadership after Annual Legislators' Reception.
• VIP meet and greet with Keynote speakers.

President’s Club

Major Member
• A seat on the President’s Council, which comprises an exclusive group of Council

members from other major members and board companies.
• Eligibility to serve on our Board of Directors.
• A key voice in the development of The Business Council’s annual policy agenda.
• Inclusion on our Major Members list, which is distributed to members, prospects

board of directors, and other important partners and associations.
• Company logo displayed on bcnys.org homepage.
• Individualized support from our government affairs team, regulatory guidance,

and advocacy as needed.
• Facilitate meetings with Senate/Assembly leadership or committee chairs.
• One free registration to our Annual Meeting (first year only).

Enhanced Membership
• Speaking opportunities at various conferences or webinars, when available.
• Invitations to exclusive C-Suite level regional meet and greet events.
• Spotlight video about your company produced and promoted on bcnys.org website.

Association Membership
• Exclusive access to 'members-only' content on our website.
• Legislative analysis and budget updates.
• A subscription to our publication Connect, as well as the Public Policy Institute’s reports.
• Invitations to Business Council sponsored conferences and events at reduced pricing.
• Discounts on products and services through affinity partnerships.

For more Information, contact Howard Becker, VP of Membership, howard.becker@bcnys.org 
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  Paul Zuber
  EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT 
   paul.zuber@bcnys.org

(518) 694-4463

• ABC Law
• GAC
• Gaming
• Legal Reform/Tort Litigation

  Ken Pokalsky
  VICE PRESIDENT 
   ken.pokalsky@bcnys.org

(518) 694-4460

• Chambers of Commerce
• Energy
• Environment
• Manufacturing
• Taxes

  Frank Kerbein
  DIRECTOR, CENTER FOR 

   HUMAN RESOURCES 
   frank.kerbein@bcnys.org

(518) 455-7180

• Labor/Human Resources
• Occupational Safety and Health
• Unemployment Insurance
• Workers’ Compensation

  Chelsea Lemon
  SENIOR DIRECTOR  

   OF GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS 
   chelsea.lemon@bcnys.org

(518) 694-4462

• Anti-Trust
• Artificial Intelligence
• Banking/Financial Services
• Consumer Affairs
• Information Technology/Telecom

  Joseph Alston
  SENIOR DIRECTOR  

   OF GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS 
   joseph.alston@bcnys.org

(518) 694-4464

• Construction
• Cryptocurrency
• Housing
• Real Estate
• Transportation

  Elee Wolfe 
  DIRECTOR FOR WORKFORCE 

   DEVELOPMENT AND EDUCATION 
   elee.wolfe@bcnys.org

(518) 694-4465

• Childcare
• Economic Development
• Education
• Workforce Development

  Mario Vazquez
  DIRECTOR OF GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS 
   mario.vazquez@bcnys.org

(518) 694-4461

• Civic and Community
Engagement

• MWBE
• Not-for-Profits
• Small Business

  Kyle Wallach
  DIRECTOR OF GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS 
   kyle.wallach@bcnys.org

(518) 694-4454

• Agri-Markets
• Healthcare/Health Insurance
• Hospitality/Tourism
• Insurance
• Procurement

  Lucy Jones
  GAC ADMINISTRATOR 
   lucy.jones@bcnys.org

(518) 694-4469

• Administration/Operations
• Civic and Community

Engagement

www.bcnys.org 
518-465-7511

Heather C. Mulligan   I  PRESIDENT AND CEO

The Business Council Government Affairs Team
 The Business Council’s Government Affairs team advocates for our members on both industry-specific 
 and broad-based business issues. For additional information, please visit our website www.bcnys.org.

Rev. 3.31.26The Business Council of New York State, Inc.



CENTER FOR 
HUMAN RESOUCES
Stay up - to - Date on How HR Regulations
Will Impact Your Business

Please scan to
become a member: 

Please scan for
membership benefits: 

© The Business Council of New York State, Inc.

Howard Becker
Vice President, 
Membership 
518.694.4477
howard.becker@bcnys.org

For more information about the Small  
Business Committee, MWBE or SDVOB  
certification, or how to become a member 
of The Business Council, please contact:

Follow us on:

Big or small, more likely than not, 
your company has experienced 
these challenges: 
• My employee was hurt on the job and

needs surgery. What do I do?
• How do we implement New York States

Sexual Harassment Prevention Training?
• Pay Transparency? How will this change

 our hiring process?

• I think our forklift operator is under the
 influence of cannabis. Now what?

• We’ve addressed our employee of
 15 years about underperforming and
 have seen no improvements. What’s the
termination process?

• Their partner is in hospice care. How do we
support and accommodate their needs?

 FREE MEMBERSHIP 
  BENEFITS

“ There is no way an employer   
     with less than 50 employees   

  can keep up with State &  
  Federal HR mandates without  
  belonging to an outside 
  organization informing 
  their company of  
  regulatory changes.”
l FRANK KERBEIN

 Director, Center for 
Human Resources

Safeguard the integrity of your business by  
joining our webinars and directly connecting 
with HR Expert, Frank Kerbein. With over 
35 years of HR experience, Frank provides 
tailored solutions to help you navigate your 
business’ Human Resource needs.Email or speak to a live HR professional!



YOUR VOICE 
OUR VOICE

ONE VOICE

INSURANCE FUND
• More than 75% of dues-paying member

companies participate on one or more of the
programs offered through the insurance fund

• Comprehansive Suite of Employee Benefits Programs
Group Life, Group Disability, Group Dental, 
Group Vision, NYS Statutory Disability, 
Paid Family Leave (PFL), and Voluntary Benefits 
Programs (Accident, Critical Illness/Specified 
Disease and Hospital Indemnity)

More than $37 million of insurance premiums 
under management

Competitive rates

• Local service and support, including online access
to a state of the art benefits management system

• Long history of rate program stability

+

+

+



2026 EVENTS
To register for an event or to become a Sponsor and/or Exhibitor 
visit www.bcnys.org/events or call (518) 465-7511

Annual Legislators’ Reception 
Tuesday, January 20 
Albany Capital Center
This event is the premier networking event and the biggest of its kind in Albany. All Business Council members 
are welcome to attend and mingle with members of the New York State Legislature and top New York State 
government officials.

National Civics Bee  
Thursday, June 18 
Albany Capital Center
The Business Council has partnered with the US Chamber of Commerce and will host a statewide national 
civics bee competition. The National Civics Bee encourages students to engage in civics and contribute to their 
communities. The competition, modeled on traditional spelling and geography bees, gives students the chance 
to win recognition and earn cash prizes by sharing ideas for improving their communities and showing their 
enthusiasm for civics. 

DC Fly-In  
June 2026 
Washington, D.C.

The Business Council, along with various regional chambers of commerce partners, hosts a two-day Washington, 
D.C., Fly-In event. Join us in our nation’s capital as we meet with federal partners, including the U.S. Chamber of
Commerce, on policy briefings about issues important to New York State employers. We invite the congressional
delegation to join us at our evening networking reception and encourage attendees to use this time to schedule
meetings with the representatives who are important to their business or group.

Business Council Member Golf Classic and Reception 
Tuesday, July 21 
The Otesaga Resort & National Baseball Hall of Fame, Cooperstown
This event combines business and pleasure, golf and baseball and camaraderie and competition. Held in July, 
just preceding the National Baseball Hall of Fame Inductions, golfers and baseball fans converge in Cooper-
stown. After a day of golf, enjoy the networking reception with a Baseball Hall of Fame Member followed by a 
private dessert reception at the Hall.

Annual Meeting 
Wednesday, September 23 – Friday, September 25 
The Sagamore, Bolton Landing
The Annual Meeting is The Business Council’s premier event of the year, providing information, inspiration and 
entertainment, creating a one-of-a-kind forum focusing on improving New York’s business climate and economy. 
Event sponsorships and exhibits let you associate your brand and products with the prestige and wow factor of 
The Business Council. Broaden company visibility, reinforce your image among New York State’s business leaders 
and build camaraderie while establishing important relationships.



The Business Council of New York State, Inc.

Made in New York Manufacturing Bus Tour 
Monday, October 5 - Friday, October 9 
New York State
The Made in New York Manufacturing Bus Tour highlights our state’s rich manufacturing history and spotlights 
our current employers across New York. During manufacturing week, The Business Council staff travels through-
out the state, making stops at manufacturing facilities and connecting with our employers to raise awareness 
about the impact each has on the state and local economy.

Along the way, Business Council staff picks up members from our partnering chambers and associations across 
New York to create a conversation on the challenges our private-sector employers face in New York State. The 
valuable information we gather will help shape our future advocacy agenda.

Energy and Environment Conference 
Fall 2026 
Saratoga Springs
The Energy and Environment Conference brings business leaders together to discuss and understand reg-
ulations, policies, and best practices shaping the state’s energy and environmental landscape. The confer-
ence delivers timely insights into compliance requirements and policy developments that impact business 

Civic & Community Engagement Reception 
To Be Determined
Each year The Business Council hosts a reception to promote our Civic & Community Engagement Committee. The 
reception was designed to showcase the extensive community engagement by many of our members and provides 
networking opportunities for MWBE, small businesses and not-for-profits.

Government Affairs Planning Session 
December 2026 
Albany
A key date in our annual advocacy cycle, this session will be a preview of issues to be addressed in the 
upcoming legislative session, and includes briefings from Business Council staff on our proposed legislative 
agenda for the next year. 

Labor/Human Resource Webinar Series 
Various dates throughout the year
Outstanding education opportunities without leaving your desk! The convenience and flexibility of our webinars 
enable you to get the valuable information you need to be successful in your job, reduce travel expenses, and 
maintain consistent levels of productivity by eliminating time out of the office.

** subject to change

All of our events offer Sponsor and/or Exhibitor opportunities. For more information, 
please contact Maribeth Riley at (518) 694-4468 or email maribeth.riley@bcnys.org.



Collaboration Sharing Resources Community
Investment

1.4M 
Non-Profit Workers Statewide

OBJECTIVE
The Business Council is utilizing our platform to encourage

Corporate Community Engagement by providing Non-profits the

opportunity to educate and present their needs by directly

engaging Government Leaders & Corporate decision-makers. 

+116K
Non-Profits in New York State

ANNUAL PROGRAM FORMAT
Monthly Newsletter Highlighting Various Initiatives

Bi-Monthly Virtual Meetings

Quarterly Educational Webinars

Housing & Food Insecurity

Healthcare + Mental Health

Education + Workforce Development

Environmental Issues

Two In-Person Meetings

BENEFITS

Key Metrics

Nonprofits contribute to the social,

economic, cultural, and environmental

well-being of our communities throughout

New York. Their initiatives and programs

address community needs, fill public

service gaps, and enrich our society by

positively impacting individual lives.

At a Glance
New York State is home to a vibrant and diverse nonprofit sector, with organizations spanning a wide range of

mission areas, from healthcare and education to social services and the arts. Despite the size and importance of

the nonprofit sector in New York, these organizations face significant challenges in the current economic and

political landscape. One major challenge is the ongoing impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, which has disrupted

traditional fundraising and programmatic activities for many nonprofits.

18%
New York State Workforce

Educate Government, Community, and Corporate Leaders about

your programs and services.

Corporations will provide information on best practices for grant

and proposal applications. 

Network with Corporate Decision Makers.

Present and make direct asks to fulfill your organization’s needs.

Advocacy for Legislation that the committee finds relevant.

Press and op-ed opportunities when available.

howard.becker@bcnys.org

https://www.bcnys.org/

518.694.4477

Howard Becker
Vice President of Membership
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