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RESOLUTION URGING THE GOVERNOR AND THE NEW YORK STATE LEGISLATURE TO APPROPRIATE FUNDS TO MODERNIZE AND ADVANCE NEW YORK'S PUBLIC HEALTH DATA INFRASTRUCTURE
WHEREAS, timely, accurate, and interoperable public health data systems are the foundation of an effective public health response, enabling local health departments and the New York State Department of Health to rapidly detect, investigate, monitor, and respond to communicable diseases, environmental health threats, and other public health emergencies; and
WHEREAS, Governor Kathy Hochul has launched EXPRESS NY (Expediting Processes and Regulations to Enable Streamlined Services) and issued an Executive Order 61 in an effort to identify opportunities for modernization and efficiencies to make New York State Government work better and to cut unnecessary red tape; and 
WHEREAS, recent public health emergencies, including the COVID-19 pandemic, ongoing measles activity, emerging infectious diseases such as Ebola, increasing cases of Legionellosis associated with cooling towers, foodborne illness outbreaks, and other emerging public health threats have demonstrated the critical need for modern, integrated public health surveillance and reporting systems; and
WHEREAS, New York's local health departments rely on numerous state-operated data systems to conduct disease surveillance, laboratory reporting, immunization tracking, environmental health monitoring, drinking water oversight, and other essential public health functions, including but not limited to the Communicable Disease Electronic Surveillance System (CDESS), the Electronic Clinical Laboratory Reporting System (ECLRS), the Environmental Health Information Permitting System (EHIPS), the Safe Drinking Water Information System (SDWIS), the New York State Immunization Information System (NYSIIS), and other critical public health information systems; and
WHEREAS, many of these systems were developed decades ago, resulting in older, siloed platforms, limited bidirectional exchange of information between state and local health departments, and inefficient workflows that delay public health action and increase administrative burden for both state and locally employed public health workers; and
WHEREAS, providing local health departments  modern technology that provides secure, real-time, bidirectional data exchange, standardized reporting, integrated analytics, geographic information capabilities, automated workflows, and enhanced surveillance tools to support evidence-based decision making and rapid emergency response will improve responses and provide government efficiencies to strengthen surveillance capacity, improve interoperability, and create resilient public health infrastructure capable of responding to future health emergencies; and
WHEREAS, while federal investments, including the Public Health Infrastructure Grant (PHIG), have provided important initial support for data modernization efforts, federal funding alone is insufficient to fully modernize New York's public health information technology infrastructure and does not provide the sustained investment necessary to maintain, enhance, and continuously improve these critical systems over time; and
WHEREAS, meaningful modernization will require long-term state investment to replace aging technology, improve system functionality, expand cybersecurity protections, strengthen data analytics, and build workforce capacity by supporting information technology specialists, epidemiologists, informaticians, and other public health professionals at the state, regional, and local levels; and
WHEREAS, investing in modern public health data systems and building out teams of public health data teams will improve disease detection, accelerate outbreak investigations, reduce reporting burdens, enhance situational awareness, improve coordination among state and local partners, and better protect the health and safety of all New Yorkers;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the New York State Association of Counties urges the Governor and the New York State Legislature to allocate $50 million annually to the New York State Department of Health to support the comprehensive modernization of New York's public health data infrastructure; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that such investment should support the collaborative modernization of epidemiological, environmental health, laboratory, immunization, drinking water, and other public health information systems used by both the New York State Department of Health and local health departments, ensuring that future systems provide secure, interoperable, and bidirectional data exchange between state and local partners; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that any state funding appropriated for the modernization of New York's public health data systems shall require the New York State Department of Health to consult with and actively seek recommendations from local public health officials and staff who rely on these systems in their daily work. This collaborative process shall ensure that system enhancements are informed by the practical experience of end users and result in modernized data systems that improve functionality, interoperability, efficiency, and the delivery of public health services statewide.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the allocation should support not only the modernization and integration of technology systems, but also the workforce necessary to develop, maintain, secure, and effectively utilize these systems through investments in public health informatics, epidemiology, information technology, cybersecurity, and data analytics at the state, regional, and local levels; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be transmitted to the Governor of the State of New York, the Senate Majority Leader, the Speaker of the Assembly, the Commissioner of the New York State Department of Health, and all others deemed necessary and proper.
