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DMI Workgroup Virtual Meeting Notes
Date/Time: April 29th, 2026, 2:00–3:00 PM
Workgroup Chairs: Dr. Eve Walter (Ulster County), Dr. Daniel Kuhles (Saratoga County)
20 Attendees including: 1 NYSACHO staff, 7 NYSDOH staff, and 12 LHD staff.  Please see page #3 of the notes for the full attendee list.
	Agenda Item
	Discussion
	Action Items

	Welcome & Housekeeping
	The meeting was called to order by NYSACHO, and the agenda items were reviewed.
	None

	NYSDOH Updates
	NYSDOH shared that the DMI newsletter initiative is continuing to evolve, with future editions being tailored to seasonal local health department activities and priorities. The upcoming issue will focus on summer-related public health activities, while future editions may center on respiratory disease preparedness and other seasonal topics.

NYSDOH also reflected on feedback received during previous meetings regarding the challenges local health departments face in locating and navigating numerous dashboards and data resources. He emphasized that the concerns and recommendations shared by the group are being taken seriously and communicated to NYSDOH leadership. The intent is to strategically improve data accessibility and coordination across programs.

	

	Overview of Health Data New York as New York State’s Open Data Platform
	The primary focus of the meeting was a presentation and demonstration from the Health Data New York (HDNY) team, including Shaun Hazelmyer and Radek Staniek from the Center for Health Data Innovation. The presenters provided an overview of Health Data New York as New York State’s open data platform, established to improve transparency and public access to health data. They explained that HDNY hosts and publishes datasets from various NYSDOH program areas, including hospital data, restaurant inspections, environmental health information, tick and influenza surveillance, vital statistics, and many other public health datasets.
During the presentation, the HDNY team explained that their role is primarily as data stewards and publishers rather than owners of the data itself. Individual NYSDOH program areas maintain ownership and responsibility for the underlying datasets, while HDNY supports publication, visualization, updates, and public accessibility. The team reviewed the publication and review process, including internal quality assurance, metadata development, privacy review, and executive approval procedures.

A live demonstration of the HDNY website highlighted key features including dataset search functions, metadata landing pages, filtering tools, export options, API connections, and visualization capabilities. The presenters demonstrated how users can locate datasets, apply filters, download data, and generate simple visualizations directly within the platform.

A significant portion of the discussion focused on the needs of local health departments for more accessible county-level and locally relevant data. Eve Walter emphasized that while the platform offers valuable information, many datasets are not sufficiently granular for local public health planning and assessment. Local health departments often require county-level breakdowns and more detailed variables in order to effectively tell the story of their own communities.

The group discussed the process for requesting improvements or modifications to existing datasets, including requests for county-level variables or additional data elements. Radek Staniek explained that HDNY itself cannot independently alter datasets but can facilitate communication with the responsible program areas within NYSDOH. Participants discussed the importance of consolidating requests through the DMI Work Group and NYSDOH leadership to support more strategic and coordinated conversations with data owners.

The discussion also explored ways to make existing datasets easier to locate and navigate. The HDNY team introduced the idea of creating a dedicated local health department tile or portal within Health Data New York that would group together datasets and resources most relevant to local health departments. Participants suggested developing tags or filters specifically identifying datasets that include county-level data to simplify searches and improve usability.

Questions were raised regarding the ability to search for specific combinations of variables, such as cause of death by race, ethnicity, gender, and county. The HDNY team clarified that current search functionality is primarily designed to identify datasets rather than search within variables contained inside those datasets. 

Ulster noted that while the system can be cumbersome, identifying datasets that contain county-level data would still significantly improve the user experience for local health departments.
The presenters also highlighted additional resources outside of HDNY, including Vital Statistics report tables available through the NYSDOH public website. These resources may provide topic-based tables and reports that are more accessible or better organized for certain local public health needs.

Throughout the discussion, participants acknowledged that improving access to local-level public health data is a long-term effort. The broader goal of ensuring local health departments have access not only to publicly available data but also to more detailed information appropriate for governmental public health use, potentially through restricted systems such as the Health Commerce System.

LHDs emphasized the challenge local health department staff face in trying to maintain awareness of the many different datasets and resources available across numerous subject areas. Participants agreed that improved organization, centralized resource catalogs, and clearer pathways to existing data would greatly benefit local public health staff.


	






Attendees
	Name 
	Organization
	Email

	Marie-Pierre Brule-McKiever
	Dutchess
	mbrule@dutchessny.gov

	Michael Amato
	Erie
	michael.amato@erie.gov

	Jennifer Rowan
	Niagara
	jennifer.rowan@niagaracounty.gov

	Robert Viets
	NYSACHO
	rviets@nysacho.org

	Al cannistraci
	NYSDOH
	alberto.cannistraci@health.ny.gov

	Alok Patra 
	NYSDOH
	alok.patra@health.ny.gov

	David McArdle
	NYSDOH
	david.mcardle@health.ny.gov

	Linh Le
	NYSDOH
	linh.le@health.ny.gov

	Molly Fleming
	NYSDOH
	molly.fleming@health.ny.gov

	Radek Staniek
	NYSDOH
	radek.staniek@health.ny.gov

	Shaun Hazelmyer
	NYSDOH
	shaun.hazelmyer@health.ny.gov

	Brittany Welch
	Onondaga
	brittanywelch@ongov.net

	janette aruck
	Ontario
	janette.aruck@ontariocountyny.gov

	Alison Kaufman
	Putnam
	alison.kaufman@putnamcountyny.gov

	Dan Kuhles
	Saratoga
	dkuhles@saratogacountyny.gov

	Carly Zimmermann
	St. Lawrence
	czimmermann@stlawco.gov

	Cynthia Friedman
	Suffolk
	cynthia.friedman@suffolkcountyny.gov

	Gregson Pigott
	Suffolk 
	gregson.pigott@suffolkcountyny.gov

	Eve Walter
	Ulster
	ewal@ulstercountyny.gov

	JENNIFER Zagami
	Westchester
	jxg7@westchestercountyny.gov
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