
The Bag That 
Opened Doors
Building Belonging Through 
Community Partnership



WHY THIS MATTERS

• Everyday spaces are often not 
inclusive

• Families face barriers beyond 
clinical care

• Inclusion has to work in real 
life, not just on paper



WHAT WE MISS WITHOUT LISTENING

• Assumptions vs. lived experience
• Needs families don’t always voice
• Barriers we don’t see in data





WHAT FAMILIES TOLD US



FROM VOICE 
TO ACTION



WHERE RELATIONSHIPS MADE THE 
DIFFERENCE

• Local businesses said yes
• Conversations turned into 

collaboration
• Supporting and empowering 

business owners



WHAT CHANGED

• Increased community interest
• New partnership opportunities
• Families feel more welcomed



OTHER WAYS WE’VE LISTENED

• Sensory-friendly events
• Participation in local coalitions
• Advocacy for CYSHCN voices in 

systems
• Family feedback & relationships



WHAT’S NEXT?

Expand Sensory Bag

Partnerships

Partner with Schools Continue with Community

Conversations




