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About Monroe County
 Location
Monroe County is located in western New York State, within the 
Finger Lakes region. 

 Total Population
As of 2022, the population was 752,035, according to Census 
Bureau estimates.

 Demographics
• Population under 5 years of age: 5.2% 
• Population 65 years and older: 19.3%
• With disability, < 65 years of age: 11.1%  
• Communities of color: ~34.2% 
• Low-income individuals: 13.2%
• Individuals with Limited English Proficiency: 12.7% 



Warming Temperatures, Rising Vector Threats

 Temperature Trends in Monroe County
• The average temperature rose from 49.3°F 
(Sept 2018) to 51.6°F (Aug 2024).
• The lowest average was 47.4°F (Sept 2019); 
the highest was 51.6°F (Aug 2024).

 More Mosquito Days, More Risk
•In Monroe County, mosquito days have 
increased:

• 1972: 114 days
• 2022: 136 days (+22 days)



Community Concern: Mosquito Awareness Gap

• A fatal case of Eastern Equine Encephalitis (EEE) in a horse 
nearby, Ontario County, sparked widespread concern.

• Residents expressed fear about locally acquired mosquito-
borne diseases.

 Identified Gap in Public Health Response

• The incident exposed a lack of accessible educational 
materials on mosquito-borne disease prevention.



Project Overview: Beat the Bite
Goal: To educate Monroe County residents and visitors about the increasing risk of mosquito and 

tick-borne diseases due to climate change, and to promote prevention strategies that reduce exposure 
and support community health resilience.

• Duration: May to mid-September (peak mosquito and tick season)
• Target Audience: All residents and tourists, with a focus on non English speakers.
• Location: Monroe County and Town Parks
• Partners: The Department of Epidemiology and Disease Control Division

              Monroe County Parks Department 

              31 municipalities within Monroe County 



Project Implementation

• Educational Signage
• Laminated signs placed in ~150 parks Located at 

entrances and trailheads
• Clear prevention tips for residents and tourists

• Community Engagement
• Distribute prevention kits (brochures, mosquito wipes, 

tick kits)
• Gather feedback on climate-health concerns at 

community events

• Digital Outreach
• County social media campaign and updates on website
• Share prevention tips, event information, gather 

feedback.

English

Español



Laminated Signs for Parks

Preventive Tips 
against Ticks and 

Mosquitoes



Brochures



Signage and Kits



Accomplishments

• New and strengthened partnerships.
• Greater awareness of tick and 

mosquito-borne disease risks and 
prevention.

• Educational signage remains up 
beyond project funding.

• Bilingual materials increase access 
to underserved populations.

• Feedback to improve other climate 
related concerns.

Lessons learnedFuture Plans

• Continue distributing Tick and 
Mosquito kits throughout the 
summer at community events and 
during outreach opportunities

• Report Back on Community 
Feedback Results



Thank You
Elizabeth Kaptein, Environmental Health Project Analyst

(585) 753-5539, elizabethkaptein@monroecounty.gov

mailto:elizabethkaptein@monroecounty.gov
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