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Featured Resources

Guidance for Investing the Opioid Settlement Funds in Primary Prevention

A new guide from Partnership to End Addiction encourages states and communities to direct opioid
settlement funds toward upstream, family-focused prevention that supports youth mental health and
strengthens the environments where children grow. It also highlights practical examples from
communities already putting these prevention strategies into action to reduce risk and build resilience.
Click here to view and download the guide!

Tracker: Federal Cuts to Overdose Prevention & Addiction Treatment

The Drug Policy Alliance and Legal Action Center have released a tracker outlining how recent federal
budget decisions are already cutting hundreds of millions from overdose prevention, treatment and
recovery programs, with the potential for far deeper reductions ahead. The tracker will be updated as
new federal actions occur, so be sure to check back regularly for the latest information. Click here to
view the tracker!

Upcoming Events

The Future in Focus: The Need for a

Comprehensive Approach to Youth Mental Future CITYS
Health in Focus
Tuesday, November 18, 2025 | 9AM - 12PM ne :

omprehensive
Hilton Albany (Albany, NY) Approach to Youth

Mental Health

November 18, 2025

Young people across New York are navigating a
complex challenge when it comes to their mental S COMERCI
health. The Future in Focus: The Need for a -
Comprehensive Approach to Youth Mental Health,
presented by The Coalition to Empower our Future, brings together advocates, community organizers,
youth leaders, and clinicians who are working to ensure that solutions consider the many factors
impacting youth mental health. One-size-fits-all approaches rarely work to solve complex challenges. This
event will examine the multitude of factors at play and the various support systems we should deploy to
improve youth mental health.



https://cdn-01.drugfree.org/web/prod/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/16112400/GuidanceForInvestingTheOpoidSettlementFunds.pdf?_gl=1*vr178h*_gcl_au*NjQ3NjAwNzM4LjE3NjA0NjEyMTQ.*_ga*MTU3MTk4NzYwLjE3NjA0NjEyMTU.*_ga_ECZGQ0GWSZ*czE3NjEwMDMwNjMkbzMkZzAkdDE3NjEwMDMwNjckajU2JGwwJGgw
https://drugpolicy.org/resource/federal-cuts-threaten-overdose-prevention/?ms=2N1_2510OctoberNewsletter&cid=701Qr00000SyJR8IAN&sc=DPA26AWM&gs=tarBmFJ2on0L5l3FsCA5zPQi1Jq9zkW7tc1PzS37CLrPl%252BY4jAfknerCiSJRvp8S4Mlay1tkzYM%252F%252BRSfLRtXWsjT3JVaEOsikC0qBG4CZKk%253D&utm_campaign=fy26newsletter
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=97de5e33-fb27-4cd2-a44e-1aaf66efa883

National Opioid Settlement Conference
June 17-19, 2026

Hyatt Regency Denver Convention Center (Denver, CO) ooo

The National Opioid Settlement Conference, hosted by The Steadman
Group, a Colorado-based, woman-owned, certified B-Corp, will be the

first convening dedicated to ensuring the equitable, transparent, and %APTII%\IIADL
effective use of opioid settlement funds. This event will bring together

lead I K id fund d | ith lived and SETTLEMENT
eaders, policymakers, proviaers, runders, and people with lived an CONFERENCE

living experience to advance evidence-informed, equity-centered JUNE 2026

. .. . DENVER, COLORADO
strategies that reduce opioid-related harms. Grounded in values of

innovation, accountability, collaboration, and lived experience, the
conference aims to catalyze sustained action and foster multi-sector
partnerships nationwide. Click here to learn more and register!

Upcoming Webinars

Street Medicine and Caring for HIV and SUD in the Unsheltered | November 7 at 12PM |
Register Here!

This session is part of the National Alliance for HIV Education and Workforce Development's national
webinar series Bridging HIV and SUD: Innovations in the Field. The series will highlight various innovative
models and approaches to treating substance use disorder (SUD) in people at risk for and living with HIV.

People experiencing homelessness have higher rates of substance use disorders and HIV compared to the
general population yet are difficult for the system to access. In response, street medicine goes to the
people to deliver care in their environment, on their own terms, with excellent outcomes.

Learning Objectives:
e Understand challenges facing people experiencing homelessness in accessing care.
e Describe how street medicine addresses these challenges.
e Relate how street medicine is an effective method to treat HIV and SUD on the street without
relying on brick and mortar care.

Beyond the Call: Building Community Informed Follow-Up Models | November 13 at 1PM
| Register Here!

This webinar will focus on strengthening follow-up care within crisis response systems by incorporating
community-informed, trauma-responsive practices that improve engagement across diverse populations.
Dr. Laura Leone of the National Council for Mental Wellbeing will discuss approaches for training peers
and clinicians, building partnerships with trusted community organizations to support warm handoffs
and service continuity, and addressing participant questions submitted both in advance and during the
session.

Learning Objectives:
o Identify what constitutes a warm handoff and how it supports continuity of care
e Understand the role of peer support and lived experience in coordinated follow-up care
e Outline community-informed strategies that enhance engagement across diverse groups

New Horizons and Opportunities for Recovery Housing | November 18 at 2PM | Register
Here!

Despite its effectiveness as a recovery support and the significant interest in it among those in or seeking
recovery, misconceptions about recovery housing, including what it is and what it provides have
contributed to stigma and discrimination across all levels of society, including state/local governments,
medical communities, legal professionals, and the general public.



https://whova.com/web/ZRZOJ85RgvY13DP5Z%40D6Kj-norCzFsIgpVhLM7sLpfE%3D/
https://nahewd-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_odrRQw9yS763o22L709pmA#/registration
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_NDv60bxRTvWkepgROrkzxw#/registration
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/GpcMfFIXRGiuAQD_Z_p17w?_x_zm_rtaid=nRENBGVTQcOdJLxYne2-uQ.1749224672554.d052a0f7a2208c08dc5c47e72551a780&_x_zm_rhtaid=64#/registration

This webinar, part of the Public Health Institute's Alcohol Research Group webinar series "Infrastructure
for Studying Treatment & Addiction Recovery Residences"(I-STARR), will review initiatives undertaken at
the national level to support recovery housing and demonstrate the value of it.

The 7Cs Framework for Substance Misuse Prevention | November 19 at 12PM | Register
Here!

This NAADAC webinar will explore how to better support youth and young adults who are affected by
substance misuse in their families, a group that often carries stigma, unanswered questions, and
emotional complexity. The session will introduce the 7Cs Framework for Substance Misuse Prevention, a
compassionate and developmentally appropriate approach that helps counselors, educators, clinicians,
and other youth-serving professionals strengthen protective factors, guide healthy coping, and empower
young people to care for themselves. Attendees will also receive practical digital and printable tools that
can be used across clinical, educational, and community settings.

NAMI Ask the Expert: Recognizing and Overcoming Barriers to Mental Health in Rural
America | November 20 at 4PM | Register Here!

Each year, as we recognize the third Thursday of November as Rural Health Day, it’s important to
acknowledge that mental health is the foundation of overall health for the 46 million people living in rural
communities across the country. There is a mental health emergency in rural America due to inherent
barriers to mental healthcare that lead to suicide rates that are 49% higher among rural residents
compared to urban residents. You may not realize it, but regardless of where you live — a city, the
suburbs, in the country — you depend upon the mental and physical wellness of the people living in rural
America for the food you eat every day. Rural communities include those who labor to raise, harvest,
process, and package the foods that fill our shopping carts and satisfy our appetites.

Articles and Reports

**Specific to NY

(10/29) Harm Reduction In Shelter Settings: Changing Culture To Save Lives

(10/24) The Ripple Effect: How a Government Shutdown Reaches Recovery - An Interview with Libby
Jones

(10/24) National Drug Early Warning Systen (NDEWS) Special Report: EMS encounters for nonfatal
xylazine-related overdoses in the US (January 1, 2024 - September 30, 2025)

(10/22) Livingston County launches year-long opioid awareness campaign**

(10/22) Co-creating health system innovation with people who use drugs

(10/22) Increasing opportunities for community input in harm reduction program development using
iterative engagement

(10/21) Otsego County Warm Line to provide after-hours addiction support**

(10/16) Art in Recovery exhibit in Dunkirk on Friday**

(10/15) FORE Commentary in Health Affairs Highlights Opportunities to Advance Opioid Policy at the
Local Level

(10/15) Advancing research on strategies to reduce drug use and overdose-related harms: a community
informed approach to establishing common data elements

(10/14) Treatment Program for Veterans Shows 41% Reduction in Fatalities with Contingency
Management Utilization

(10/13) Buffalo lab delivers first-in-the-nation innovation with on-site drug testing inside courthouse **
(10/6) Harm reduction approaches for the use of benzodiazepines: a scoping review

(10/2) Governor Hochul Announces Certification of 13 New Community Behavioral Health Clinics**
(10/1) New Study Shows Wearable Patch Reduces Alcohol and Drug Cravings and Substance Use
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https://www.naadac.org/7cs-framework-for-substance-misuse-prevention
https://nami-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_BJhu1AOEQAWKdtzJC_cF2A#/registration
https://www.healthaffairs.org/content/forefront/harm-reduction-shelter-settings-changing-culture-save-lives
https://www.advocacyincubator.org/news/2025-10-24-the-ripple-effect-how-a-government-shutdown-reaches-recovery-an-interview-with-libby-jones
https://ndews.org/wordpress/files/2025/10/10.24.25_NDEWS-2025-nonfatal-xylazine-related-overdoses.pdf
https://www.fingerlakes1.com/2025/10/22/livingston-county-launches-year-long-opioid-awareness-campaign/
https://harmreductionjournal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12954-025-01326-5
https://harmreductionjournal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12954-025-01323-8
https://www.coopercrier.com/news/local_news/otsego-county-warm-line-to-provide-after-hours-addiction-support/article_0d67bb05-9fc9-52be-aca1-b695466e5be6.html
https://www.observertoday.com/news/local-region/2025/10/art-in-recovery-exhibit-in-dunkirk-on-friday/
https://forefdn.org/commentary-in-health-affairs-highlights-opportunities-to-advance-opioid-policy-at-the-local-level/
https://harmreductionjournal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12954-025-01301-0
https://www.addictionpolicy.org/post/treatment-program-for-veterans-shows-41-reduction-in-fatalities-with-contingency-management-utiliza
https://www.wkbw.com/news/local-news/buffalo/buffalo-lab-delivers-first-in-the-nation-innovation-with-on-site-drug-testing-inside-courthouse
https://harmreductionjournal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12954-025-01310-z
https://hesc.ny.gov/about/news-releases/governor-hochul-announces-certification-13-new-community-behavioral-health
https://www.massgeneralbrigham.org/en/about/newsroom/press-releases/wearable-patch-reduces-alcohol-and-drug-cravings
https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice
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