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June 13, 2019 

 

Dr. Howard A. Zucker, M.D., J.D. 

Commissioner of Health 

New York State Department of Health 

Empire State Plaza  

Corning Tower 

Albany, NY 12237 

Dear Commissioner Zucker, 

 

I am writing on behalf of New York State’s county governments to request your assistance in 

implementing statutory changes that reduce the definition of elevated blood lead level (EBLL) 

from 10 micrograms per deciliter (µg/dL) to 5 µg/dL.  

 

Counties recognize that the best approach to reduce the incidence of childhood lead poisoning is 

through primary prevention. However, the statutory changes included in the FY 2019-20 State 

Budget will require additional public health resources beyond what the budget provides. 

According to NYSDOH, the budget includes $9.4 million in Article Six funding and $4.4 million 

in state appropriations to support the expanded workload in district offices serving the partial 

service counties. This modest increase in state aid reimbursement to municipalities falls short of 

the $36.6 million that the Department now projects is needed to carry out this new mandate. 

Moreover, local health departments are concerned about their ability to recruit, hire, and train 

the necessary personnel and obtain related non-personnel resources by the October 1, 2019 

compliance date.  

NYSDOH can help to relieve the burden of implementation on local health departments and 

protect our residents from the harms of lead exposure. Counties respectfully request the 

following assistance from the Department: 

• Offer staff training at low or no cost, particularly EPA lead risk assessors training, which 

cannot be done in-house; 

• Provide resources for the purchase of, or access to, XRF machines for local health 

departments; 

• Provide grant funding to cover costs that are not eligible for reimbursement under 

Article Six of the Public Health law, such as fringe and indirect costs; 

• Set the recommended level of environmental management at 10 μg/dL (consistent with 

CDC guidance) until adequate resources are available to support implementation of the 

lower level; 

• Support recruitment of qualified staff with the expertise and training to provide these 

services, particularly in the field of nursing and in rural areas of the state; 



 

• Set a compliance date that is no earlier than April 1, 2020 to allow for the appropriation 

of additional resources in the next state fiscal year; and 

• Advocate on behalf of local health departments for an increase to state aid 

reimbursement to cover the full costs of this expanded public health mandate.  

 

Successful implementation of this policy is possible only with additional support and advocacy 

from NYSDOH. Counties operating under a permanent 2% property tax cap simply cannot 

afford to pick up 80% of the cost of lowering the EBLL. I know you share our counties’ concerns 

and appreciate your attention to this matter. I look forward to working together to implement 

this important public health policy. 

 

Sincerely,  

 
Stephen J. Acquario 

Executive Director 

 


